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ABSTRACT
This work explores the potential of generative artificial intelligence
(GenAI) in creating artworks to represent Tanka culture. By employ-
ing Midjourney and ChatGPT, it aims to enhance the preservation
and public engagement of Tanka heritage. The approach includes
collecting data on Tanka cultural heritage, transforming textual
data into prompts with ChatGPT, generating artworks via Midjour-
ney, and filtering the AI-generated artworks to ensure cultural and
artistic fidelity. Three distinct Chinese art styles — ink painting,
meticulous painting, and photography — were chosen to depict
different historical phases of Tanka culture, from early harmonious
relationships to contemporary life. This work demonstrates the
transformative potential of GenAI in cultural preservation, offering
a novel approach to engaging a broader audience and promoting
traditional cultural heritage.
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1 INTRODUCTION
Tanka culture, unique to the water towns of southern China, refers
to the fishermen communities living on boats, also known as "Dan
people". This culture emerged from the aquatic environment, char-
acterized by a self-sufficient lifestyle closely connected to water.
The Dan people live on boat houses and make a living through fish-
ing, preserving a rich historical heritage in areas such as language,
lifestyle, and music. Despite historical marginalization, the social
status of the Dan people has gradually improved with societal de-
velopment. Their distinctive values in the protection and utilization
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of the ecological environment have also become more apparent.
However, a significant challenge lies in the fact that the remaining
Tanka cultural records are mostly textual, making it difficult to
visually comprehend and inherit the cultural characteristics and
essence.

The potential of artificial intelligence (AI) in artistic creation,
exemplified by tools like Midjourney [1], offers transformative pos-
sibilities for cultural preservation [3] and artistic generation [2].
Midjourney, an GenAI program that converts textual descriptions
into detailed images, can play a crucial role in visualizing and in-
terpreting cultural content [4]. For cultures like the Tanka, whose
remaining records are predominantly textual, GenAI can gener-
ate visual representations that bring their cultural heritage to life.
GenAI bridges the gap between textual records and visual compre-
hension, enhancing the ability to understand and inherit cultural
characteristics and essence, thereby making cultural elements more
accessible and engaging for contemporary audiences. In this paper,
the work contributes to cultural heritage representation by utiliz-
ing the GenAI tool Midjourney to generate artworks that faithfully
represent traditional Tanka culture. By illustrating the generative
process of Midjourney and showcasing the AI-generated artworks
with three different Chinese art styles (shown in Figure 1), we
proposed an approach for cultural preservation efforts, demonstrat-
ing the broader implications of GenAI tools in maintaining and
promoting cultural heritage.

2 AI-GENERATED ARTWORKS
Chinese ink painting, meticulous painting, and photography were
selected in this work to represent Tanka culture across different
historical phases. Ink painting captures the early harmonious rela-
tionship with water, meticulous painting details cultural artifacts
and traditions as they evolved, and photography provides a contem-
porary and realistic view of Tanka life. As shown in Figure 1, the
approach to generating GenAI artworks of Tanka cultural heritage
involved four key aspects:

(a) Textual Tanka Heritage: The work delved into the rich textual
records of Tanka culture, exploring historical documents and litera-
ture from an authoritative Tanka Museum in China to understand
the cultural essence and context.

(b) Generation via Midjourney: The Midjourney as AI-generated
tool was used to transform textual descriptions of Tanka into de-
tailed and culturally accurate artworks. The focus was on gen-
erating three distinct series of artworks, each deeply rooted in
traditional Chinese art styles, thereby ensuring cultural relevance
and artistic integrity.
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